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The present crisis In the North Sea.
where the Russian Baltic fleet sank two
trawls of the British fishing fleet, shook

the foothold of every throne in Europe, |

while a quiver of excitement ran through
the financial markets of the world.

The threatening probability of war be-
tween Russia and England—a probabllity
that became the more menacing because
of the undoubted hatred of the masses
of each of these countries the one for
the other—struck everyone of the widely
expanded tentacles of the British out-
posts and caused the already aroused
possessions of the Czar to ferment with
additional military precautions. The
probability of a war between Great
Britain and Russla, which is always the
Joker in the modern court deck of cards,
with which the world's diplomats play
the game of international intrigue and
deceit, began when the sound of the shot
that rang over the bleak waters of the
North Sea reached London, a probability
that only the coolest judgment on the

arts of both the Russian and British
eaders fortunately averted at the last

moment.
But that war, which s the talk of
London and St. Petersburg, does not

show 1ts really dangerous rymptoms
either in the Black Sea or where the
British Channel sguadron surrounds the
rock-ribbed cliffs of Gibraltar. The real
glexlse of the British-Russian danger

ats afar off from the capitals of both
empires. The actual outposts of the
two countrics come together in 2 moun-
tainous, isolated, slightly populated and
altogether barbarous section jast north
of the Oxus River, a thousand miles
from the Casplan Sea and another thou-
sanc distant from Delhi, the most
northern capital of the Hindoo Penln-
sula.

Where the Danger Lies.

To the careful and sincere student of
the military paradox which bas bPought
the Island Empire and the two Russiss
face to face in that far-distant territory
of the Upper India Plateau, there is a
certain pleasure in noticing the long
series of military moves, first on the
part of Russia and again on the part of
the British Empire, by which each na-
tion has gradually crept up—England
from the south and Russia from the
north towards the key of India, which
both nations realize is the picturesque
Mohammedan town of Herat. But while
Herat is undoubtedly the military key to
the North Indian situation, neither has
as yet attempted to bodily occupy it
To the student of inside history it is an
open secret that the present Russian-
Japanese conflict was ventured by the
Japs only after the British Empire had
formally declared the dual alliance,
which was virtually a notification that
the Japs were to be allowed to attack
the Czar in his weakest point, The key
to the whole situation was that Japan
was to have international freedom from
interference unless the nation interfer-
ing with the Japanese assault upon
Russia was prepared to go to war with
the greatest naval power on the globe,

For over 15 year® Japan had been
pointing out to the conservative officials
on Downing street the fact that this at-
tack upon the Czar was the essential
thing, and nevertheless Lord Salisbury
could not be persuaded to openiy join in
& defensive alllance with a purely
Oriental race. '

Why England Joined Japan.

The British dominancy over the Egyp-
tian, over the most civilized of all orjen.
tals, the Hindoos, made it difficult for
the British diplomats to join as an equal
an oriental people, which cannot be con-
eidered superior, morally or racially to
every one of a dozen nations heid in
the grasp of Britain, and ruled by depu-
ties of Britain. The whole key, then, to
the present Russian-Japanese in apring
as it did, from the Briush Alllance with
Japan arose from an expedition, which
while made light of by the diplomats at
8t. Petersburg, absorbed Persia into the
Russian sphere of influence, and. most
fmportant of all, brought the farthest
outpost of Russian Cossacks to within
& day’'s ride of Herat, the key to the
northern gates of India. Now, this ex-
fedit!un. which resulted In so frighten-
ng England that for the first time in
history a European power has Jjoined on
qual terms with an Aslatic one, was
pparently peaceful enough. Yet with
& Russian raliroad actually built and in
operation to within 40 miles of Herat, the

sgar has actually beaten England in the
stubborn contest for the control of the
morthern frontier of India. Only an as-
sault upon some far distant frontier of
the Czar, causing an enormous expend!-
ture, and the trouble to transport the
scattered forces of Russla to the point
of attack, could save the British SSes-
sions in India. Although the

ritish

diplomats will still vehemently deny the |

Russian menace against the British pos-
sessions in India, the actual confessed
facts and the actual! military occupancy
along the entire Indian frontier shows
clearly to the trained milita student
the fact that until the Japs had smashed
fully one-half of the Czar's ships and
had dragged to the farthest East the
flower of the Czar's army, that Russia
had assured a position within 50 miles
of actual British territory in India that
would have enabled the Czar's generals
within three days to have occupied all
the important posts in Northern Ind

and to have an assured occupancy o
that territory, which would have re-
chired almost superhuman exertion on
the part of the British to crush back.

What Russian Wanted at Herat.

The Russians themselves have realized
thoroughly the strength of their posi-
tion just north of India, and its terrible
threat against the solidarity of the
British Indian Empire. General Soboleff
as far back as 1 urged the military
occupation of Herat. He sald: *“A body
of European troops established at Herat,
and standing with its front to the south-
east, would draw upon it the attention
of the whole popuiauon of India. In
that lies the significance of a military
occupation of Herat; and it is not with-
out reason that a number of English ex-
perts, knowing India well, have express-
ed their belief that, were an enemy to
occupy Herat with a powerful force, the
English army, without ha a
shot, would consider itself half beaten ™

He was then chief of the Asiatic
branch of the general staff and exer-
cised a large control over the Russian
military advance in Central Asia. Sab-
sequently he was appointed minister of
war in where he distt ished
himself by his zeal in Russianizing the
eounu'ty with the idea of hastening the
u:o or & fresh advance upon Con-
stan

Herat is a very large city, aad does
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not cede in size to Tashkent. It con-
tains 50,000 people. Among the cities of
Central Asia and Khorassas, [Herat, by
its buildings occupies a place next to
Meshed. The city Is surrounded by wall«
12 feet high, with a shallow 4itch out-

side, There are no outer defenses of
any kind; .nothing that would ecall t»
mind the fortifications of a European

city. In its present conditfon Herat 1s
not In a position to defend Iitself
against a European army, since at a
mile to the north it is commanded by
heights, from which it would be bom-
barded by artillery. It is reckoned to
possess strategical Importance, how-
ever, of the highest rank.

The excellent map given here illus-
trating the physical conditions .aind the
danger point between Great Lritain and
Russia, shows at a glance that since
1882 Russia has gradually crept through
the Afghan F:zssc-s until she has
gchieved a point where an armv of
Cossacks could, inside of two days, or,
in fact, within 36 hours, occupy Quetta,
reach the Indus River and dominate
the entire Northwestern Provinces of
India, the jewel of the British crown.

What the War Maps Show.

In the foreground of the view is Brit-
fsh India, extending northward toward
the great mountain chain which sepa-
rates it from Aslatic Russia. Nowhere
do the outposts of the two nations actu-
ally touch one another, but at the near-
est point are separated by the towering
heights and deep gorges of the Hindu
Kush, a narrow wedge of Afghan ter-

cluded in the following table:

Miles
St. Petersburg to Orenburg.....e.... 1,200
Orenburg t0 TashKent.....cee.evenenns L174

Krasnovodsk (on Casplan Sea to
AfZhAn frontier).....ccveveescceccnne 759
Krasnovodsk to Merv 00
Merv to Andijan.............. e 60
Tashkent to Chitral frontier as
o adih o R T 400

St. Petersburg to Chitral frontier.. 2,774 |

Kiichener's Plan for India.

Put while Great Britaln has
rarily forced the Bear's paw into the
Japanese trup, where its ciaws have
been seriously fnjured, the news that
Lord Kitchener has on foot a new
scheme for his army in India shows the
real weakness of the British posscs-
sions In the empire's greatest colony.
It cannot be disputed that the loss of
India would mean the entire with-
drawal of Great Britain from Asia. In
fact, India lost by Great Britain and in
the hands of Russia would mean the
beginning of the disintegration of the
Isiand Ewmpire,

Lord Kitchener's Intest scheme,
roughly speaking, groups the units in
the formation in which they ean best
train In peace for fighting tigether in
war. The conditions of the country, it
is pointed out, owing to the snread of
raflways and telegraphs, have vastly
changed since the mutiny, when the
present location of troops was arranced
The post of Heutenant general of the
Madras army has been abolished. The

tempo-

new rulers by good government, splen-
did soldlers might be obtained.

Such are the military advantages pre-
cented by Herat to the power that oc-
cupies i, an eve to see and an arm to
strike; and an eyve to pry into every
native court of Hindustan, to watch

A glance at the record of the past will | the discontents and the broodings of
ghow that from time immemorial Herat | the rulers, the heart-burnings of their
wasg regarded as an outlying bulwark, | subordinates. From watching and not-
the possession of whieh was necessary ing to fermenting and stirring up there
prior to attempting the conquest of is but one short step. Every court,
India, the hold ng of which by India or | every bazar in Indin, knows the pres-
by quasi-vassal powers dependent on | ence on the frontier, in a position not

¥
to the other, a distance of nearly 1.200 |
miles. The Moscow Gazette emphasizes
the limportance of this new railway. In |
the case of a conflict with England it |
will permit of a number of troops being
thrown eon the Afghan frontier,

|
I
Wars in Which Herat Figured. {
|
|
|

India would render impossible an inva- | oniy unassailable, but becoming every
sion of that country. It was so consid- | day more and more capable of assail-
ered by Alexander the Great. by Mah- | ing, of a first-cinss power, the secret
mud ard hisg successors, by Chengiz | enemy of England, and professing the
Kran. by Tamur. by Nadir Shah, by most unselfish anxfety to relieve them
Ahmad Shah and by Muhammad Shah, | in their distress. An arm to strike, be-

. In the cases of all but the |ast the | would render the Valley of the IHari
session of Herat led to the conguest Rud capable of supporting and equip-
of India; in the ense of the last the | ping an army strong enough even to
succrssful defense of that city rendered | invade India
invasion impossible, {

Another fact illustrates the enormous | is not less dangerous to England.

the Persian prince who nttacked It In | cause a few years of intelligent rule
|

a.
The possession of Herat by an enemy
The

value of Herat. Place an army there | roads converging on it, already allnded
and nothipg need be brought to it from | to, are traversed by caravans to which
Europe. Within the limits of the Heratt | no other route is avatlable. It Is cer-
territory all ;reat roads leading on | tain that the city which successfully re-
India conver; The minés of the Heratl | sisted the rivalry of Meshed. when
district _supply lead, iron and sulphur:; | Meshed wasg backed by all the influence

the surface of many parts of the coun- of the Shahs of Persia, will take a still

try is laden with saltpeter; the willow | higher position when supported by the
and the poplar, which makes the best | might of either England or Russia. The
| eharcoal, abound, the fields produce .in European power whose influnence shall

will rule the
More even than

abundance corn and wine - and oil be paramount in Herat
From the population, attracted ro its | markets of Central Asia.
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ritory. British forts guard the passes
at Giigit in the native states of Kash-
mir and Chitral. Drosh and the Shui
pass are situated on the Chitral fron-
tler. On the other side of the Oxus is
Turkestan, a part of Aslatic Russia, the
buffer territories, which intervene, being
colored dark, Within 40 miles of the
frontier has now come the railhead of
the Tashkent-Orenburg system, which
will doubtless be joined up with the
existing Samarkand-Bokhara llne to
the Casplan. Between this rallway and
the Indian frontier, however, is some
difficult country, which ifurther east

becomes worse. To the west there is
the raflway dropping south from Merv

to the Af tier, but the Ameer
does not desire his territory to be in-
vaded by efther of the

“infidel mon-
archs.,” as he terms the Czar and
Edward,

A view of the important distances
viewed from a military stand are in-

views glven here have been recently
taken on th~ vital spot of the Indicn
frontier—in Chitral. British garrisons
are stationed at the passes thrcugh
wlach an invading army wouid have to
advance.

The new raflway which Russia has
been bullding from Orenburg, in South-
ern Russia, to Tashkent, in Turkestan,
brings the main Russian railway sys-
tem Vﬂ'{ near to the Indian frontier.
This raflway has been under construc-
tion since 1901 and was well advanced

last summer when it was announced |

that the line would be 1,174 miles long.
A telegram from St. Petersburg to a
Paris paper on October 13 last stated
that it was now possible for trains to
pass from end to end of the line. This
does not necessarily mean that the line
is completely finished throughout. The
Russian newspapers announced with
satisfaction that the construction of the
rallway between Orenburg and Tashkent
had been finished and that trains could
circulate from one extremity of the line

that. The possession of Herat by Rus-
sia means the exclusion of England
from the markets of Central Asia.

The city stands or .the right bank of

the Hari Rud, rrom. which water is
brought by several channels. It 1Is
built in the "form of a rectangle, the

north and south faceg being about 1,500
and the east and west faces 1,600 yards
in Jength. Enclosing the city is an Im-
mensge carthweork about 50 feet high, sur-
mounted by a wall ranging from 25 to
30 feet, with a deep moat, which can be
easily flooded from the Hari Rud.

The citadel is situated In the center of
the eity, and Is also surrounded by a
moat, There are five gates, of which
one, however, {8 closed up, and each is
flanked by two bastions. The city is
bridged at each of the four gates by a
wooden drawbridge, which is ralsed
and lowered by mechanical appliances
worked ‘om inside of the walls. Each
face of the four walls is furnished with
from 25 to 30 bastions. On the exterior
slopa of the embankment, supporting
the walls, are two Mnes of shelter
trenches, one above the other, carried
all around the city, except where the
gates are.

Thus In case of actual war between
England and Russia, it is evident that
the true area of hostilities will be right
in this ancient territory, which is so
carefully covered In this article.

On the water England wowuld at once
sink every Russian war craft. On the
other hand, Russia would just as cer-
tainly pour hundreds of thousands of
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soldiers through the Afghan
way of Merv and Herat, and almost cet;-!
tainly force'E nd into a deésperate

osition fn In Only th
ort Arthur and the thmte:l “‘:: tl(;o‘
entire Manchurian pro m of Russia

has relieved
the Russians s mediate danger of

; Tessing against the weak-
eni wal

ening walis of the North Brivst Tegns
for Russia in the F

:pelu thin a decad% wrgh:e :mpoaﬁ

n ..She

?:a!l; triummph and occupy ‘ll:xl;’c},\:‘r.lan
ur;u‘y lz!{xgioﬁ:uol h:r defeat would na::
for haif a century and god mon,t .
'm 'o::l‘;?h:t “xm Panese legiong
pire $o ol Y of the British Em.

raflw
miles of Herat and the em:{lls‘g;‘thzg

the kest
the British point in
thntier R o T Getendes
m Em g""“m. and
tdvm. to unnoz: press her
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EGYPT TO IN(REASE
WATER SUPPLY,

For sometime the gursting S oo
visability of ralsing the existing .ron.
ite dam at Assouan
up a larger supply of water 1.0 | .
Egypt. has been under cor N
has now been definitely d ‘ arry
out the project of ralsing t :
| cordance with the expert advies of Os
| william Willcocks, supporte] .
| opinfon of Sir Willlam GCarstin. Ir
proposed to ralse the height of the
by 19 feet 6§ inches, wi v .
the Jrrigation Department 1o retain b

2

hind the barrage an add

in ordor 1

000,000 cuble meters of water, which u»
present flows unutilized into the M«
terranean. It Is stated that ¢ .
| of water held back behind ¢ vl
add another 500,000 acres to the ol f

Egypt which Is classed under tha bead.
ing of perennially frrigated. The

of the work s computed at about tw
and s half million dollars. and oper.
tions are to begin next spring. Thes
operations will extend until 1907. The

cost of the work will be defrayed oxt
of the public debt surpius.
The raising of the dam w
further submerge the Philae temple,
which have been strengthened with rb.
ble masonary and steel girders in ordke
to stand the perfodic submersion. Tis
engineers are cheerfully optimistic] tey
point out that the high-level wa
the dam will contain hardly any of
Nile mud, which Is only brought dm
at a certain time of the year, and
even go so far as to assert that ©i
will rise refreshed every year

n =1

tor #
T &

& |

porom i,

Aphmditel’romthasaq,npmrm"r
ing the flve months’ submersion a3 3§
kind of gigantic spring-cleaning
freshed or not, however, there will bem
one to see it rise, since It Is preciwy)
from December to April that Assouan ¥
visited by Europeans, and In the he .
of the summer when the isiand Wi
partly emerge the climate puts say su 3
intention out of the guestion.

The necessity for the Aswunn
must be fully admitted. No country
be called upon to forego progress 17
turn itself into a museum of 3
for the benefit of the travelng ¥
But at the same time Phl ;
been preserved, it has been
all but the actual dismember
buildings—an inevitable sacrifice o -
of the fact that the temples © .,
stand for centuries and succes
erations may still come to g n
ghost of the most beautiful sceo

e

Egypt.

In addition to this plan for m
Assouan dam, Slr Willlam M * e
also proposed another sc!
would provide an addit!
for Nile water known as the ! T
the now dry sfte of Lake Moeris, ovef

which the galleys of the Ecvp!

to sail In the days of Eg n ative
greatness. In the early ¢ :
lake served as a reservolr for “.ad <
water, which at low Nils S A

out Into the river when the r
of the stream was low. In L& :
days great river fights = -
taken place round the ent
reservoir between the D«
and lower Egypt. The coo
reservoir by an antagon
force meant a period of far
regions lower down the river
tories of these fights and ¢ ¢
quent famines are very .
the periods of fat and lean yed
ed in the story of Joseph. .
The six remalning pilars of b
thon peristyle at Baalbek. 7 &°
Syria, form only a fragment ot "
columns which once graced Dai “©=_o
Hellopolls, the City of the Sud “Z
Paul

ohrbach, who has writtea & -
interesting account of the

miine, -
have been completely cleared of If T
by order of the German Emperot ',
that Baalbek must have been 3 57
site of Baal worship, but thu
ing rulns which are to be ¢ e
ent date from the second e of TN
present era. The rulns form D877
temple structures, one [ar? ote A19
other. In one of these temD'°* " U ..
to be seen three great block® ¢ .
stone let Into the west wr -
attributed to very much

than the Roman period. I
he arrangement of the %7 "7 7
is not at all regular, the 127 .,
standing on a high, buil!-"¢ .
the smaller on a separa! r
near ft. The smaller tem -7
Rohrback thinks one can J o &8
reasonable safety as the . TR
the sun, Is fairly well pr " ohly
north side of the Inner r s 2
decorated with pillars and 177 -
ranged at regular intervals o
with an extremely rich ent n -
the pillars surrounding th: e e
now remain standing. In vVIeW .
connection of the temples Wwita ©00 _ 4
ship of the sun it is interestin® " o
that the richest part of the S e
is displayed on the entran e
on the east side facing '

4
The larger bullding s know? jrte
“Trilithon - Temple.” The vi7 o8
yard of the temple Is now ruis g »
the Interior of the outer W ol
row of partly rectangular, T r 108
semicircular rcoms. At the o 2
courtyard one mounts to the L 4
peristyle. It is open to don! Y
these long lines of pillars I’ s
inner covered room, or “c¢ L
called, for there are scarcel

to be seen of the walls .
building. It is thought .
that the glant pillars did - .
any cella in any real sense, 9% <t he
building was an open sun i
out a roof; in faet, a large o7 g &
ure free to the light of the %
similar manner to Stonehense s
great pillars are very much I7 wterf
& speedy fall, owing to the e

(S
.

natives to obtain the greo! o

which bind the sections of tii= | .
gether., Even in its ruin e s gran-
Vvery striking. In the days of " =

W >

deur the effect of the many "' S~
columns must have been .ing'.*
pressive to the worshipers of Il
or the Sun God.
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